How to start Hillclimbing and Sprinting

Join a Motor Sports Association affiliated motor club - BARC for example. BARC Headquarters, Thruxton Circuit, Andover, Hants, SP11 8PN.   Tel: (01264) 882200    Fax: (01264) 882233, or online at www.barc.net

When you apply for BARC membership (you do not require Racing Membership), include Yorkshire Centre membership. (This entitles you to cheaper entry fees at Harewood).

Apply for an MSA competition licence. Forms are available from Motor Sports Association Ltd, Motor Sports House, Riverside Park, Colnbrook, Slough, SL3 0HG. Tel: 01753 681736. Fax 01753 682938, or on-line at www.msauk.org

Type of licence required for hillclimbs and sprints is Non Race National B which allows entry to most events, except those of just National A status.  

When your licence arrives, the package will include the MSA Year Book or ‘Blue Book’ which contains technical regulations and a fixture list listing events and clubs. When your licence arrives attach a photograph and sign the licence.

Preparation - the following information is for guidance only and reference should be made to the technical regulations for further details. 
Helmets - conform to standards listed in Blue Book, Section C(c), the helmet will require an MSA sticker available from scrutineers (unless it already has one).

Racewear - fireproof overalls, Nomex III or Proban are mandatory (standards listed in section C(c)). Gloves and boots are

recommended.

Timing Strut - matt black, 254mm x 51mm, bottom of strut no more than 200mm from ground, top not less than 454mm from ground. Vertical strut fitted to front of car to break timing beam (see section I67).

Carburettor Springs - additional throttle return springs may be required.

Earth Lead - to be clearly identified with yellow marking / tape.

Ignition Switch - must be clearly marked with an arrow indicating ‘OFF’ position.

External Circuit Breaker - mandatory on cars not licensed for road use.

Roll Bar - Saloons in Standard production Classes can run without a roll bar. Minimum requirement for Modified Saloons and Sports Cars is a hoop with back stays and a diagonal with hoop 2" above drivers head and preferably padded (see section I46).

Seat Belts - road cars can retain 3 point harness but 4 point is minimum for other cars. 6 point recommended (see section I46).

Bulkheads - must be capable of preventing passage of fire and fluids into passenger compartment.

Fire Extinguisher - not mandatory but can be fitted

Fuel Filler - must not protrude beyond bodywork and a splash tray is required for fillers inside boot compartments.

Oil Catch Tank - required where engine breather is open to atmosphere, minimum 1 litre.

Noise - 110 decibels (racing and sports libre cars) and 108 decibels (all other categories) at two thirds maximum revs at half a metre (section C(b)23). The Harewood regulations also restrict cars in classes 1 to 5 to a maximum 105 decibels (page 11).

Log Books are mandatory for non road legal cars. They are available from scrutineers (Blue Book appendix 8(e)  New 

competitors should note that certain non road legal cars cannot be driven on a National B licence (I20)

The above is for information only and at all times the onus is on the competitor to comply with the Technical Regulations listed in the MSA Year Book.

Entering Events - As a member of BARC (Yorkshire Centre) you will receive a Harewood Regulations and Entry Form Booklet. Read this carefully alongside your MSA Year Book, fill in your entry form and send along with the required fee.

You have now entered your first event and are about to become a racing driver.

Final Instructions will be sent to you - read them carefully.
Good luck and happy competition motoring.

